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Executive Summary 

 
During the 22nd and 23rd of November 2016, the Parliamentary Forum on Small Arms and Light 

Weapons, (hereinafter the Forum) in cooperation with the Parliament of Uruguay organised its 

General Assembly and regional seminar in Montevideo. Parliamentarians, representatives from 

international organizations, civil society and the government gathered with the aim to exchange 

knowledge and discuss how parliamentarians can contribute to the reduction and prevention of 

armed violence and Small Arms and Light Weapons (SALW) proliferation globally. 

 

Main conclusions are that the illicit trade and proliferation of Small Arms and Light Weapons 

continue to pose a threat and an obstacle to human security and sustainable development in Africa, 

Europe, Latin America and the Caribbean, the Middle East as well as globally. The Sustainable 

Development Goal 16 (SDG16) on peace, justice and strong institutions presents a unique 

opportunity for working against SALW proliferation and armed violence. Based on the legislative, 

awareness-raising and oversight roles, parliamentarians have a central part in the implementation 

of SDG16. The participation of women in armed violence prevention and reduction, the 

implementation of the United Nations Security Council Resolution 1325 and subsequent ones, as 

well as the implementation of the United Nations Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat and 

Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects (UNPoA) and the 

Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) are imperative for lasting peace and security globally.  

 

The proliferation and use of SALW constitutes an obstacle to development and human security 

globally. Armed violence caused by the proliferation and misuse of SALW has wide-spread human, 

economic and social costs. Considering the consequences of armed violence, organised crime and 

extremist groups, parliamentarians and other relevant actors need to have a clear determination to 

find solutions to armed violence with a holistic approach. This should be done by matching political 

will  with  financial and human resources, legislative work, national and regional implementation of 

legislation and international policy instruments, reinforced by an increased sensitisation, education 

and awareness raising on the importance of tackling armed violence and the culture of violence. 

 

At the General Assembly, a new Board was elected for the period 2016-2018. A review and 

discussion on results and development of the Forum during the period 2014-2016 took place as well 

as a forward-looking session. The revised Statutes for the Forum were approved, and the participants 

adopted the Montevideo Declaration. 

 

Participation 

 

A total of 28 people participated, including 16 parliamentarians from 13 countries Argentina, 

Cameroon, Chile, Ecuador, Nicaragua, Serbia, South Africa, Sweden, Tanzania, Togo, Trinidad & 

Tobago, Uruguay and Zimbabwe; representatives from the United Nations Office on Drug and 

Crime, the United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women (UN 

WOMEN), the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of Interior, the Ministry of Defence and 

the Vice-president of the Republic; Asociación de Lucha para el Desarme Civil de Uruguay, 

Asociación para Políticas Públicas, Instituto de Estudios Legales y Sociales del Uruguay and the 

Parliamentary Forum on Small Arms and Light Weapons. 
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1. Regional Seminar - ñSmall Arms and Light Weapons in light of the Agenda 2030 - Parliamentary 

Action for Peaceful & Inclusive Societiesò 

 

Opening and Welcome 

 

 
 
H.E. Raúl Sendic, Vice-president of the Oriental Republic of Uruguay, H.E. Ambassador Enrique 

Loedel, Secretary General of the Forum Karin Olofsson and Hon. José Figueroa Aguilar Board 

Member of the Forum welcomed the participants to the General Assembly and Seminar, providing 

a brief overview of the SALW problematic, the opportunities and challenges faced by Uruguay, as 

well as the objectives and global work the Forum. 

 

Session I: Prevention and Reduction of SALW proliferation ïAchievements, challenges and 

opportunities in Latin America and the Caribbean ï with a global outlook 

Maria Pia Devoto ï Asociación para Políticas Públicas(APP) and Lucia Consoli - United Nations 

Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC)    

Ms Devoto and Ms Consoli provided an overview of the different achievements, the challenges and 

opportunities in Latin America and the Caribbean. Ms Devoto emphasized the challenges posed by 

the recent election results in the United States of America, as well as highlighting some of the 

specific problems faced by the Latin American and Caribbean region in terms of homicide and 

SALW availability, mentioning that 74% of the homicides in Latin America and the Caribbean are 

committed with firearms. Ms Consoli further expanded on the trends related to small arms 

proliferation in Latin America and the Caribbean, linking it to the newly adopted Agenda 2030 and 

the SDG 16. After a study of the UNODC on firearms confiscated, realised in 63 countries, it has 

been found that patterns of proliferation prevail according to the availability of manufacturers at 

the national and regional level. For instance, in South America, revolvers are the most trafficked 

type of weapon, followed by guns, given that Brazil and Argentina are the biggest manufacturers of 

revolvers and guns respectively. The study also showed that SALW trafficking is mostly regional, 

not extra regional or interregional.  

 

The parliamentary responses were done by Senator Felipe Harboe from Chile and Senator Lilian 

Timveos from Zimbabwe. Senator Harboe emphasized the need to approach the problem of SALW 
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proliferation in a holistic way, taking into account stakeholders such as manufacturers, users, 

focusing on better controlling manufacturers but also securing implementation of arms control 

mechanisms, as well as putting emphasis on sensitisation among the population. Hon. Timveos 

presented the challenges faced by her country in terms of SALW proliferation, making special 

emphasis on the steps taken to ratify the Arms Trade Treaty, as well as the oversight role of the 

Parliament in this regard. 

 

During the ensuing parliamentary discussion, several important issues related to SALW 

proliferation and prevention and reduction of armed violence were brought up. First, the need to 

have a holistic approach to the issue of armed violence, moving from confrontational strategies to 

more preventive strategies as to address the elements that cause or facilitate the violence, together 

with an adequate legislation and implementation of policies. Second, the political developments in 

the United Kingdom and the United States of America, as well as conflicts such as the Syrian Civil 

war pose new challenges to the order established, bringing challenges to the already established 

mechanisms to cope with armed violence. Finally, the participants emphasized the need to 

strengthen awareness raising, education and sensitisation among the population, in order to tackle 

the increasingly violent character of the societies. 

 

Session II: Women in Peace and Security - the Role of Women in the Prevention and Reduction of 

SALW related violence  

Lara Blanco ï Deputy Regional Director UNWOMEN Latin America and the Caribbean 

 

Ms Blanco, provided an overview of the achievements and challenges regarding the role of Women 

in Peace and Security and the SALW related violence. Ms Blanco gave a brief presentation of the 

United Nations Security Council Resolution 1325 on Women, Peace and Security, emphasizing how 

the resolution envisages a more comprehensive and active participation of women in conflict, 

conflict resolution, post conflict settings as well as peace and security. She highlighted the fact that 

the issue of gender equality has been placed at the centre of the agenda of peace and security, as 

well as permeated to regional and national political discussions. 19 countries in Latin America and 

the Caribbean have legislated on femicide or gender violence, however, despite these advances, 

countries are still heavily affected by gender violence, with levels comparable to regions in conflict. 

Hence, a stronger implementation is needed. She further stated that between 40 and 70% of the 

femicides are perpetrated by the intimate partner, and the availability of SALW facilitates the 

commission of such crimes.  

 

Ms Blanco finalised her intervention by stating that stronger connection between conflict, 

negotiation, gender violence and decision making in peace and security has to be made, to be able 

to address all areas where women have a role in the prevention and reduction of armed violence. 
One example of this was the Peace Accords in Colombia, where women took an active role in the 

negotiation table, emphasising the acknowledgement of women as valid political subjects in the 

discussion around the construction of peace. The demands made by women were included in the 

form of three specific points related to the role of the women in the peace process, resources, access 

to land and the disproportionate impact the conflict had on women; making it the first negoation 

peace process in the world with these characteristics. 
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The following discussion 

concentrated on the importance of 

recognising the role of the women in 

the peace and security field, as well 

as the need to work more effectively 

in the implementation of legislation 

and measures that facilitate the 

incorporation of women in the 

decision-making processes and the 

political lif e. Parliamentarians 

mentioned some of the advances in 

their countries, where quotas have been introduced with positive results, as the case of Nicaragua 

where the Parliament has a 50% quota for women. The issue of patriarchal societies was also raised, 

and the participants mentioned the importance of education and awareness raising both in the 

family and the society as a whole. In addition, stronger financial commitments are needed to ensure 

that programme and initiatives towards women´s participation and decision making in Peace and 

Security takes place. 

 

The parliamentary responses were made by Hon. Vincent de Paul Emah Etoundi from Cameroon 

and Hon. Jessie Fungayi Majome from Zimbabwe. The interventions concentrated on the status of 

women rights and participation in decision making processes, focusing on the challenge that 

patriarchal societies pose to the advancement in this field. Hon. Etoundi emphasized the work done 

in Cameroon to strengthen capacity of women politicians, as well as the negative impact that Boko 

Haram had in the region for womenôs rights. Hon. Majome further elaborated on the issue of 

patriarchal societies and the availability of SALW, and how these affect the chances for women to 

take active part in decision-making processes. She finally emphasized the need to work on education 

and sensitisation, since changing patriarchal societies requires a structural and cultural change, 

which can only take place in parallel to education efforts. 

 

Session III: International Conventional Arms Control Instruments ï in light of Agenda 2030 and the 

Sustainable Development Goal 16 

Maria Pia Devoto ï APP, Gustavo Guidobono- Asociación de Lucha para el Desarme Civil de 

Uruguay (ALUDEC) 

This session focused on the latest developments in terms of international conventional arms control 

and the relation to the Agenda 2030, as well as an overview from the civil society in Uruguay on 

the issues of SALW related violence. Ms Devoto explained the importance of the UNPoA, the 

International Tracing Instrument (ITI)  and the Arms Trade Treaty (ATT). These instruments relate 

directly to the Agenda 2030 SDG 16 since all of them contain provisions and guidance to tackle the 

illicit proliferation of SALW . However, the implementation of the UNPoA faces challenges, given 

its non-binding character and the fact that reporting is not done consistently. As for the ATT, 

despite being ratified by all states in the European Union, arms are being sold to several Gulf States, 

regardless of the evidence that the campaign in Yemen has incurred in violations to international 

humanitarian law. Ms Devoto suggested that the Forum could, besides supporting the further 

development of Model Law initiatives, assist in the creation of Parliamentary Committees that could 

follow up arms transfers. 
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Mr. Guidobono elaborated on the armed violence issues in Uruguay, and the work of the civil society 

in awareness raising and education on the matter. He highlighted that although Uruguay ratifies 

and complies with different arms control instruments, the internal implementation is lagging 

behind. The population is armed due to increased insecurity, 32% of the homes have suffered from 

crime, with violent crime on the rise. What is perceived as a lack of response by the state towards 

the insecurity fuel the public perception and justify to the eyes of the people the possession of 

firearms. He also highlighted the fact that possession and use of firearms takes place almost 

exclusively among men, making this also a gender issue, where perpetrators are mostly men and 

where women and families suffer from firearms related violence.  
 

Hon. Wade Mark from Trinidad & Tobago and Hon. Maria Andersson Willner from Sweden 

proceeded with parliamentary responses to the topic. Hon. Mark explained how Trinidad & Tobago 

has been addressing SALW related violence, stating that compared to 2014, the confiscation on 

firearms increased by 32%, with 

690 illegal firearms, whereas 

ammunition confiscations 

increased by 253% with 16 671 

rounds. Although Trinidad & 

Tobago does not manufacture 

weapons, its porous borders 

facilitate the illegal trade of 

SALW and ammunition, partly 

explaining why 80% of the 

homicides are perpetrated with 

firearms. Worldwide, women 

and children are especially vulnerable to armed violence, so steps have to be taken to ensure 

protection of families. Hon. Mark finished his intervention by emphasizing the importance of 

Agenda 2030, and how national implementation is instrumental to achieve SDG 16. 

 

Hon. Maria Andersson Willner highlighted the fact that although she comes from a country that 

does not suffer widespread episodes of armed violence, this exists in Sweden and of course has an 

impact on the society. She underscored the need to match political will and technical knowledge in 

the different international conventional arms control processes. For instance, the Biannual Meeting 

of States to the UNPoA, although well attended by government representatives, experts and civil 

society, had a very limited parliamentary participation, which shows the importance of a stronger 

parliamentary engagement if we want to have success in the Agenda 2030 implementation. 

 

The following discussions focused on the role of the media in the perception of insecurity, and how 

this tends to distort the reality from the real challenges, hence the importance of sensitisation and 

education on armed violence issues. Further to the point, the issue of economic and social 

development was highlighted, since the lack of adequate levels make this a fertile ground for armed 

violence. In addition, the traditional punitive approach towards crime has brought negative results. 

Finally, the responsibility of producing and exporting countries and manufacturers needs to be taken 

into account, and the example of the current arms export controls in Sweden was mentioned. The 
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Agenda 2030 is universal and all are responsible for its implementation; parliamentarians, 

governments, the private sector and the civil society. 

 

Session IV: Legislative tools/instruments for improved SALW armed violence prevention 

and reduction 

Lucia Consoli ï UNODC, Mauricio Vázquez -  Instituto de Estudios Legales y Sociales del 

Uruguay (IELSUR) 
 

Ms Consoli gave an overview of the different existing instruments that address international 

organised crime and firearms traffic, as well as a brief explanation on how the international 

organised crime operates. The international organised crime has changed, from a more rigid 

structure to a more flexible one, more transnational and making use of new technologies. It profits 

from corruption, poverty and the use of violence and intimidation. The United Nations Convention 

against International Organised Crime and the Protocols thereto, the Firearms Protocol, the Inter-

American Convention Against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, 

Ammunition, Explosives, and Other 

Related Materials (CIFTA) and the 

Arms Trade Treaty are complementary 

legal international instruments, whose 

successful implementation depends on 

the political will, r esources and 

coordination among the state parties to 

the instruments.  
 

Mr. Mauricio Vázquez gave an 

overview of the legislative framework 

in Uruguay for firearms, explaining that 

the country has the oldest firearms 

register in Latin America, established in 1944, although well-functioning, it should be subject to 

change to match the different international instruments Uruguay has joined. The official data show 

that 605 000 firearms are registered to 330 000 natural and legal persons, 11 % are in hands of the 

security forces and collectors, the rest in civilian hands. However, these numbers are estimated to 

be 50% higher according to estimations on the number of illicit firearms. Uruguay recently 

published a Bill on Possession, Carrying, Commercialisation and Trafficking of Firearms, however, 

the regulation of the Law is still pending. Mr. Vázquez finalised his intervention emphasizing the 

need to incorporate the civil perspective in firearms control in the country, the creation of an inter-

ministerial commission and awareness raising among the population to foster a culture of peaceful 

resolution of conflicts, creating incentives for civil disarmament. 

 

Hon. Diana Conti, Hon. Marko Djurisic and Hon. Hendrik Schmidt provided parliamentary 

responses. Hon. Conti shared the developments in Argentina with regard to firearms control, both 

at the national and international level. Legislative and programmatic measures took place since the 

year 2005, the most recent was the creation of the National Agency for the Control of Firearms and 

Explosives, which is the culmination of a long-term process started towards better SALW control. 

She further underscored the need to move from a purely punitive approach to a more 
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comprehensive, where factors such as social and economic development should be taken into 

account.  

 

Hon. Marko Djurisic briefly shared his experiences from Serbia, where 1 million weapons are 

registered in a population of 6 million. Despite the different campaigns for voluntary disarmament, 

results have not been as expected, especially if compared to obligatory initiatives such as the one in 

2006, where 40 000 firearms were confiscated, compared to the 7 000 handled back last year. He 

finally stated that the manufacturing and commerce of SALW and ammunition are an important 

source of revenue for the country, with an estimate of 1% of the annual Gross Domestic Product, 

GDP, coming from the arms industry, which difficult  the task to work in the Parliament towards a 

stricter and transparent control. Hon. Hendrik Schmidt further elaborated on different international 

instruments and the status of firearms control in South Africa, making emphasis on the need to have 

strong legislation, adequate government implementation and active participation from the civil 

society to tackle the gun culture. He also coincided with Hon. Conti that social and economic 

development form the backbone of these initiatives. 

 

The floor was opened, and reflexions were centred on the need to promote parliamentary action 

plans within the network of the Parliamentary Forum, as well as the creation of a template/guideline 

for the membership, so the different members can follow up concrete steps towards ratification and 

implementation of international and regional instruments. Mentioned initiatives could be 

underpinned by applying to larger extent regional representatives of the Forum membership as to 

better coordinate and monitor results of these efforts.  

2. General Assembly 
 

Session V: Report from President and Secretary General  

 
The session was facilitated by Mr. Christer Winbäck, Board Member of the Parliamentary Forum. 

Mr. Winbäck apologised on behalf of the President Ala Talabani, but the political situation in Iraq 

made impossible her participation at the General Assembly. 

 

The Secretary General of the Parliamentary Forum, Ms Karin Olofsson, shared with the audience 

the report of achievements since the last General Assembly, on November 13 2014. Among the 

important results during this period was the support to more than 200 parliamentarians on the issues 

of UNPoA and ATT ratification, with significant results in countries such as Burkina Faso, Peru, 

Seychelles, South Africa and Togo, and Zimbabwe. Following the approval of the Agenda 2030 and 

its SDG 16, it has become a key priority for the Forum, who has held three seminars in the Swedish 

Riksdag and the Almedalen political week, highlighting the overarching character of the Agenda in 

relation to other instruments such as the UNPoA and the ATT. In addition, the Forum has 

successfully held different activities at the Inter Parliamentary Union and the Euro-Latin American 

Parliamentary Assembly, as well as participated in UN processes, the most recent at the Biennial 

Meeting of States (BMS6) in New York, where the Forum held a side event and presented a Policy 

Brief on SDG 16 implementation together with partners. The Forum also reached an all-time high 

membership during 2015, with 250 members, and it has strengthened its outreach to relevant 

international and local stakeholders such as UN Agencies and civil society organisations. For the 
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first time a Strategic Plan for the 2016-2018 period, has been adopted by the Board. The Plan 

outlines the objectives and thematic priorities for the Forum, such as the Agenda 2030, the Gender 

Equality perspective and the Policy building role. The Forum has also put an emphasis on the 

communication work as to reinforce the interaction with members and to highlight results of vital 

efforts globally for armed violence reduction and prevention. 

 

The Secretary General gave a final overview of the organisational and financial developments during 

the period. Despite a difficult financial moment at the end of 2015 and the beginning of 2016, the 

organisation was able to overcome it by developing and strengthening administrative-financial 

control and steering.  

 

The Annual Accounts Report regarding year 2015 was presented briefly, reflecting the budget 

overdraft situation occurring during that year, which was balanced by using the equity of the 

organisation. The external auditors approved the Annual Accounts of the Forum for 2015. 

 

Regarding financial sustainability, during year 2016, Sida approved Project Support for the Forum 

for the 2016-2018 period, as well as Project Support approved by UNSCAR for the 2017-2018 period. 

A small sum from the Folke Bernardotte Academy was also approved in 2016. 

 

The Forum members congratulated the Forum and the Secretary General on the achievements for 

the period, and recognised the different organisational and financial consolidation efforts made 

during the period. 

 

Discharge of the Board liability for 2015 
 

Following the approval of the report of the Secretary General, and based on the presentation of the 

Annual Accounts Report regarding 2015 including the external audit report, the Forum members 

approved to discharge the Board of liability for  the period 2015. 

 

Reports from members 
 

Hon. Hendrik Schmidt asked how we can resolve from the scientific point of view, a more informed 

decision for better SALW related violence prevention and reduction. He kindly asked the Members 

of the new Board to take the scientific-technical approach into consideration. 

 

Hon. Bairon Valle highlighted the fact that the advances in his country on the matter take place 

thanks to the efforts of initiatives such as the Parliamentary Forum. The existence of a penal code, 

a law on commercialization and manufacturing of arms and explosive has been enriched by these 

fora. He further highlighted that implementation and evaluation of legislative measures are pending 

tasks, and that he will put his efforts to support an awareness-raising campaign and continuous 

meetings with the Forum. 

 

Hon. Marko Djurisic mentioned the difficulties he has faced at his home Parliament on disarmament 

initiatives, for example, he has tried twice to move Parliament towards the ratification of the 
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Convention on Cluster Munitions, given that political splits make it difficult to advance in certain 

topics. 

 

Hon. Jessi Fungayi Majome expressed that she will continue working towards ATT ratification, 

where the opposition is the most interested in doing progress in this regard. She further suggested 

increasing women´s participation in the Forum by cooperating with the different women´s 

caucuses existing in several Parliaments, which are usually very active and receptive towards topics 

of armed violence reduction and prevention. 

 

Hon. José Figueroa reported his activities both at the national level and the international level as 

part of the Board of the Forum. In 2005, with the support of the Forum, the Parliament was able to 

pass the Bill on Firearms, Explosives and its component, which is an important cause to the low 

levels of armed violence in the country. The country has successfully used an inter-institutional 

approach, where prevention, coordination at all levels of the government, and citizen security are 

at the core of the efforts against armed violence. In addition, the Assembly has worked on points 

that will allow the country to join the Arms Trade Treaty. He further mentioned his role as a 

representative of the Forum at different Fora such as the EUROLAT, the Parlatino and the 

Interparliamentary seminar in Lima in 2015. 

  

Hon. Wade Mark ï mentioned that Trinid ad y Tobago could take example from other countries and 

the Parliamentary Forum, having regard to the role that the Caribbean played in having the ATT 

become an international instrument. He further mentioned that parliamentarians request   

information and model legislation that can support to advance national implementation in his 

country. 

 

The Secretary General Karin Olofsson thanked for all comments and encouraged the Members to 

communicate the Forum by the end of this year their initiatives and work on the matter in the 

Survey submitted by the Secretariat. She further commented on the possibility to have more 

targeted activities to address the comments received; the comments will be assessed by the Board 

and taken into account when shaping future operations. 

 

Session VI: Discussion and adoption of new Statutes 

 

The Secretary General Karin Olofsson facilitated the Session, while Mr Christer Winbäck presented 

the suggestions for changes for the new Statutes. Mr. Winbäck proceeded to read the paragraphs 

subject to change, sharing the rationale with the members. The main focus of the changes was to 

update the Statutes to be in accordance with the recent developments on armed violence prevention 

and reduction, as well as to adapt them to revised steering documents of the Forum and practical 

realities of the work. A remark was made on the minor revision in the submitted document, 

concerning the role of the Presidium (article 4) 

 

In the discussion, Hon. Vincent de Paul Emah Etoundi suggested to change in the body of the text 

from Assembly to General Assembly, for uniformity and better understanding. 
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Hon. Daisy Tourné mentioned that the objective with suggested revision is to provide increased 

support and a clarified role of the Board in relation to the Forum members and Secretariat. 

 

Hon. José Figueroa complemented what Hon. Tourné mentioned, as the Statutes should reflect the 

different expressions and participation of each one of the regions in the world. Each region should 

have a representative at the Board, and that this representative has more weight, commitment, 

responsibility and support from the Forum, with a status similar to a vice-president to give more 

influence to his/her work.  

 

The Secretary General Karin Olofsson expressed her gratitude for the comments and agreed on the 

importance of increasing the political anchorage, thus the emphasis on the modality of the 

representativity in the document. However, she highlighted that the Statutes is a more global 

document, and further details on divisions, composition and tasks of the Board are reflected in the 

Regulations. 

 

Mr. Christer Winbäck further highlighted the issue of the new form of Presidium, to allow for a 

clarified role of the Board enabling decisions and follow up on matters of urgency, modifying the 

former where the Board consisted only of its members, President and Vice-president.  

 

Hon. Emmanuel Kossigan expressed the need to have a French version of the Statutes, so the 

members in the West African Region are able to read and understand what it is inside the statutes. 

 

Mr. Christer Winbäck took note of the comments received and then asked the Forum Members if 

they agreed to approve the new Statutes. The Statutes were approved and adopted by the General 

Assembly. 

 

Discussion and election of new Board 

 

This session was presided and facilitated by Mr. Christer Winbäck, as a member of the Electoral 

Committee. Mr. Winbäck presented the new candidates to the Board, in accordance to the proposal 

anchored with Hon. Maj. Gen. Joseph Nkaisserry, lead of the Committee, and in consultation with 

the Secretariat. Mr. Winbäck further explained the guidelines the Committee used to suggest 

candidates, based on gender, competence, commitment and geographical representation of the 

Forum Membership. 

 

Mr. Winbäck started with the introduction of the candidates for President and Vice-president, Hon. 

Daisy Tourné from Uruguay and Hon. Maria Andersson Willner from Sweden. After a brief 

introduction, highlighting the long-term commitment of Hon. Daisy Tourné to the Forum, and her 

role as former Ministry of Interior , he asked the General Assembly if it wished to elect Hon. Daisy 

Tourné as President or if there were any comments on her candidacy. The members of the General 

Assembly elected Hon. Daisy Tourné as President.  

 

Mr. Winbäck continued with the election of Hon. Maria Andersson Willner as Vice-president. He 

highlighted the importance of having a representative from one of the founder countries of the 

Forum, as well as the importance of the political representativity, since she is a member of the ruling 
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coalition in Sweden, which could facilitate the anchorage with relevant stakeholders. The General 

Assembly voted in favour of Hon. Maria Andersson Willner as Vice-president. 

 

He presented the other candidates of the Board, who all hold vital competence and proven 

commitment regarding the over-all objective of the Forum: Hon. Vincent de Paul Emah Etoundi 

from Cameroon representing Central and French speaking Africa, Hon. Dr. Raphael Chegeni from 

Tanzania representing East Africa, Hon. Sahar Qawasmi from Palestine representing the Middle 

East, Hon. José Figueroa Aguilar from Nicaragua representing Central America, and Ms. Maria Pia 

Devoto from Asociación para Políticas Públicas representing the Civil Society. The General 

Assembly elected all other members for the Board. 

 

The new Board elected by the General Assembly: 

 

President: Senator Daisy Tourné, Uruguay 

Vice President: MP Maria Andersson Willner, Sweden. 

MP Vincent de Paul Emah Etoundi, Cameroon 

MP José Figueroa, Nicaragua 

MP Dr. Sahar Qawasmi, Palestine (not present due to health issues) 

MP Dr. Raphael Chegeni, Tanzania 

Ms Maria Pia Devoto, Representative of the Civil Society, Asociación para Políticas Públicas 

 

 
 

Mr. Christer Winbäck further continued with the introduction of candidates for the new Electoral 

Committee; Hon. Marko Djurisic from Serbia, Hon. Lilian Timveos from Zimbabwe and himself. 

The General Assembly agreed and elected the new members of the Electoral Committee. 

 

Closing, discussion and adoption of the Final Declaration (Montevideo Declaration) 

 
At the final session of the seminar the participating parliamentarians unanimously adopted a final 

declaration. The Montevideo Declaration was adopted, emphasizing the legislative, oversight and 

awareness raising role of parliamentarians in transforming the Sustainable Development Goals, 

SDGs to enforceable laws, regulations and building national ownership, as well as pinpointing the 
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role of women in armed violence prevention and reduction as imperative for successful sustainable 

peace and security in the Latin American and Caribbean region. 

 

The newly elected President of the Parliamentary Forum on Small Arms and Light Weapons 

expressed her heartfelt thanks to the participants, for travelling from far away for the work of the 

General Assembly, to the Secretariat of the Forum, for doing the preparatory work and 

underpinning documentation necessary for the General Assembly and the seminar, and to the 

Parliament for hosting the event. She further emphasized the adoption and commitment to the 

Strategic Plan and the importance that the Forum has in supporting the work of its members on the 

issues of SALW related violence prevention and reduction. Hon. Tourné further underscored her 

commitment with the Forum, sincere hope and expectation on the new Board, given its balance in 

terms of gender and geographical representation. She finalised by mentioning the importance of 

recognising all former parliamentarians and members who have left the Parliamentary Forum, such 

as Mr. Christer Winbäck, who had an outstanding commitment to the Forum and its Parliament 

since its foundation. All former Board Members and Members are welcomed to become Friends of 

the Forum, as to maintain a connection and share experiences with the Forum. 

 

The General Secretary Karin Olofsson also expressed her sincere gratitude with the Members of the 

Forum, the team at the Secretariat and the Board, stressing the importance of team work to achieve 

the goals of the Forum. She also mentioned her gratitude to the former Board Members; the former 

President Ala Talabani from Iraq, former Vice-president Agustín Conde from Spain, Mr. Drissa 

Sanogo from Burkina Faso, Mrs. Maria Higonet from Argentina, Hon. Betty Amongi from Uganda 

and from the Civil Society, Mr. Roy Isbister from Saferworld. Ms. Olofsson finalised the closing of 

the General Assembly and Regional seminar by inviting all members to interact and participate with 

Forum via Facebook, Twitter  and other channels of communication. 

 

 
 

Photo credits: Parliament of Uruguay, Karin Olofsson and Fausto Brindis 
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Participants List  

Members of the Parliament  

Name Country 

Hon. Diana Conti Argentina 

Hon. Vincent de Paul Emah Etoundi Cameroon 

Hon. Senator Felipe Harboe Chile 

Hon. Bairon Vallle Ecuador 

Hon. José Figueroa Aguilar Nicaragua 

Hon. Marko Djurisic Serbia 

Hon. Hendrik Schmidt South Africa 

Hon. Maria Andersson Willner Sweden 

Sr. Christer Winbäck Sweden 

Hon. Raphael Chegeni Tanzania 

Hon. Emmanuel Kodjo Kossigan Togo 

Hon. Senator Wade Mark Trinidad & Tobago 

Hon. Senator Daisy Tourné Uruguay 

Hon. Senator Mónica Xavier Uruguay 

Hon. Jessie Fungayi Majome Zimbabwe 

Hon. Senator Lilian Timveos Zimbabwe 

  

Experts Country/Organisation 

Gustavo Guidobono ALUDEC 

Mauricio Vazquez IELSUR 

Maria Pia Devoto SEHLAC/APP 

Lucia Consoli UNODC 
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Staff Country/Organisation 

Fausto Brindis Programme Officer - PFSALW 

Karin Olofsson Secretary General - PFSALW 
  

  

Government Representatives Country/Organisation 

Lt. Col. Eduardo Porciúncula Salgado Ministry of Defence 

Lt. Col. Daniel Olivera Ministry of Defence 

Ambassador Enrique Loedel Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

H.E. Raúl Sendic Vice-president of the Oriental Republic of Uruguay 

Commissar Gustavo Hernandorena Ministry of Interior  

  

  

Diplomatic Community Country/Organisation 

Ambassador Maurizio Gelli Nicaragua 

 
 

Appendices: 
 

Appendix 1: Secretary Generalôs report 

Appendix 2: Approved Statutes 

Appendix 3: The Montevideo Declaration 
 

 

http://parliamentaryforum.org/sites/default/files/sg_report_to_ga_2016.pdf
http://parliamentaryforum.org/sites/default/files/statutes_of_the_parliamentary_forum.pdf
http://parliamentaryforum.org/sites/default/files/final_montevideo_declaration_0.pdf

